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§ 10 – APPENDICES (cont)
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EIS STATUS & PROCESS
DraftDraft EIS presented to Muswellbrook Shire Council EIS presented to Muswellbrook Shire Council 
Environment Committee 6Environment Committee 6thth MayMay
Environment subEnvironment sub--committees to examinecommittees to examine
If required, further meetings between Environment If required, further meetings between Environment 
Committee, MCC and consultants used in drawing Committee, MCC and consultants used in drawing 
up the EISup the EIS
Final EIS submitted to councilFinal EIS submitted to council
EIS put on public display for a minimum of 28 daysEIS put on public display for a minimum of 28 days
Community input invitedCommunity input invited
Council decisionCouncil decision

PLEASE NOTE : AT THE PRESENT STAGE, INDIVIDUAL PLEASE NOTE : AT THE PRESENT STAGE, INDIVIDUAL 
COUNCILLORS ARE NOT CLOSELY INVOLVED IN THE PROCESS.COUNCILLORS ARE NOT CLOSELY INVOLVED IN THE PROCESS.

INFORMATION MEETING
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UNDERGROUND WORKINGS

SUBSIDENCE AREAS

DUMPS - UNWISE TO DISTURB

PRIVATE ROAD

COAL RESOURCES

BYPASS ??
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§ 1 – INTRODUCTION
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MCC HAS A LONG HISTORY IN COAL 
MINING IN THE MUSWELLBROOK 

AREA

Underground production commenced in 1907Underground production commenced in 1907
Open cut production commenced in 1944Open cut production commenced in 1944
The company produces 1.4 The company produces 1.4 –– 1.8mtpa1.8mtpa
Current No 2 Open Cut has stand alone life of 3.5 Current No 2 Open Cut has stand alone life of 3.5 
yearsyears

Overburden stripping completed mid 2004Overburden stripping completed mid 2004
Coal mining completed mid/late 2005Coal mining completed mid/late 2005

Current Workforce Current Workforce –– 69 permanent employees69 permanent employees
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NO 2 OPEN CUT

SURFACE FACILITY

TO MUSWELLBROOK 
TOWNSHIP

SANDY CREEK AREA

NO 1 OPEN CUT 
LODER SEAM

NO 2 UNDERGROUND
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Loder Seam operation 
No 1 Open cut

No 1 Open Cut Extension A

No 1 Open Cut Extension B

GENERAL LOCATION PLAN
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Fleming
Muswellbrook

St Heliers

Lewis
Loder

CROSS SECTION THROUGH NO 1 OPEN CUT EXTENSION ACROSS SECTION THROUGH NO 1 OPEN CUT EXTENSION A

EXTENSION A
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Loder
Seam 
operation

No 2 Underground 
entries

Fleming Seam workings

Muswellbrook / St Heliers
Seam workings
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IDENTIFIED RESERVES / RESOURCES
OPEN CUTOPEN CUT

Existing No 2 Open CutExisting No 2 Open Cut
Existing No 1 Open CutExisting No 1 Open Cut
No 1 Open Cut Extension ANo 1 Open Cut Extension A
No 1 Open Cut Extension BNo 1 Open Cut Extension B

UNDERGROUNDUNDERGROUND
Sandy Creek underground

5.5 m tonnes
0.25  m tonnes
4.5 m tonnes
7 m tonnes

18 m tonnes

Reserve
CompleteComplete
Reserve
Resource

ReserveSandy Creek underground

HighwallHighwall / auger/ auger
LoderLoder Seam Seam –– 0.1mt   0.1mt   COMPLETEDCOMPLETED
Other areas yet to be definedOther areas yet to be defined
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FINAL PROFILE - CONCEPTUAL



18

CURRENT PROBLEMS

Subsidence above old Subsidence above old 
underground workings.underground workings.
Pathway for oxygen to Pathway for oxygen to 
underground coal.underground coal.
Spontaneous Combustion.Spontaneous Combustion.
Overall impact Overall impact –– LONG LONG 
TERM safety and TERM safety and 
environmental issuesenvironmental issues
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INSTABILITY / SUBSIDENCE 
No 2 UNDERGROUND

Problems at No 2 Underground since 1992Problems at No 2 Underground since 1992
Depth of cover above coal only 30 m (approx)Depth of cover above coal only 30 m (approx)
Area extends over 6 haArea extends over 6 ha
MCC has spent at least $600,000 since 1995MCC has spent at least $600,000 since 1995
Mine Subsidence Board advised that they have Mine Subsidence Board advised that they have 
spent $300,000spent $300,000
The area is close to public access areasThe area is close to public access areas
Subsidence continues to be a problemSubsidence continues to be a problem



20

MAY 2000

Cracking

Sink Hole opened 
up overnight
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SPONTANEOUS COMBUSTION 
CONTROL – SUBSIDENCE AREA

Reduce oxygen by sealing with clays or inert Reduce oxygen by sealing with clays or inert 
overburdenoverburden

Remove the fuelRemove the fuel

In subsidence area, because of collapses and/or In subsidence area, because of collapses and/or 
cracking through to surface, there are problems cracking through to surface, there are problems 
with keeping the coal sealed from oxygen with keeping the coal sealed from oxygen 
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SPONTANEOUS COMBUSTION CONTROL 
– SUBSIDENCE AREA 

ALTERNATIVES
•• REMOVE THE COALREMOVE THE COAL

•• REMOVE THE HEATREMOVE THE HEAT

•• KEEP AREA SEALED FROM OXYGENKEEP AREA SEALED FROM OXYGEN

•• DO NOTHINGDO NOTHING
Possibly still ongoing problems in 20 years!!Possibly still ongoing problems in 20 years!!
Muswellbrook Coal Company is responsible for Muswellbrook Coal Company is responsible for 
control of spontaneous combustioncontrol of spontaneous combustion
Short term (EPA requirements) and long term Short term (EPA requirements) and long term 
(lease relinquishment) issues(lease relinquishment) issues
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THE CHALLENGE

Resolve identified issues for appropriate short Resolve identified issues for appropriate short 
and long term solution for all concerned.and long term solution for all concerned.

Gases /pollution/smell from spontaneous Gases /pollution/smell from spontaneous 
combustion combustion 

versusversus

Continued mining for medium termContinued mining for medium term
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PREFERRED  OPTION

REMOVAL OF THE COAL REMOVAL OF THE COAL 
THEN SEALING WITH INERT THEN SEALING WITH INERT 

OVERBURDENOVERBURDEN

ONLY OPTION THAT PROVIDES A ONLY OPTION THAT PROVIDES A 
LONG TERM SOLUTIONLONG TERM SOLUTION

WITH OLD UNDERGROUND WORKINGS, EXPERIENCE HAS WITH OLD UNDERGROUND WORKINGS, EXPERIENCE HAS 
SHOWN THAT COMPLETE EXCLUSION OF OXYGEN SHOWN THAT COMPLETE EXCLUSION OF OXYGEN 

CANNOT BE GUARANTEED CANNOT BE GUARANTEED 
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§ 2 – PLANNING CONTEXT, 
APPROVALS and
CONSULTATION
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§ 2 – PLANNING CONTEXT, etc

Proposed development is designated as local Proposed development is designated as local 
developmentdevelopment
Muswellbrook Shire Council is the Consent Muswellbrook Shire Council is the Consent 
AuthorityAuthority
Proposal has been developed in full accord with Proposal has been developed in full accord with 
both regional and local environmental plans.both regional and local environmental plans.
Consultation with the local community, Consultation with the local community, 
Muswellbrook Shire Council, Muswellbrook Coal Muswellbrook Shire Council, Muswellbrook Coal 
Company Community Consultative Committee Company Community Consultative Committee 
and other interested parties continues to be a high and other interested parties continues to be a high 
priority.priority.
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§ 3 – ANALYSIS of 
EXISTING ENVIRONMENT
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§ 3 – EXISTING ENVIRONMENT

The majority of the proposed Extension area is The majority of the proposed Extension area is 
already extensively altered from its natural state already extensively altered from its natural state 
through past agricultural activity and mining through past agricultural activity and mining 
operationsoperations
MCC operates an air quality monitoring network MCC operates an air quality monitoring network 
comprising of 20 dust deposition gauges and a comprising of 20 dust deposition gauges and a 
high volume air sampler.high volume air sampler.
MCC monitor blasting noise and vibration along MCC monitor blasting noise and vibration along 
with surface water and groundwater quality and with surface water and groundwater quality and 
flows.flows.
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§ 3 – EXISTING ENVIRONMENT

The flora and fauna survey identified 180 species The flora and fauna survey identified 180 species 
of which two are threatened species and 53 species of which two are threatened species and 53 species 
are exotic. are exotic. 

GreyGrey--crowned Babblercrowned Babbler
Eastern False PipistrelleEastern False Pipistrelle
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§ 3 – EXISTING ENVIRONMENT

An Indigenous and Non An Indigenous and Non -- Indigenous heritage Indigenous heritage 
study located four Indigenous heritage sites of low study located four Indigenous heritage sites of low 
significance.significance.
Scarred TreeScarred Tree
Three Non Three Non -- Indigenous heritage sites of local Indigenous heritage sites of local 
heritage significants were located. These sites heritage significants were located. These sites 
consist of a domestic structure, road and culvert consist of a domestic structure, road and culvert 
and stockyards.and stockyards. (Early to mid 20(Early to mid 20thth Century)Century)
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§ 3 – EXISTING ENVIRONMENT

Proposed mining will affect a portion of the Proposed mining will affect a portion of the 
existing Coal Roadexisting Coal Road
This portion of Coal Road services MCC leases This portion of Coal Road services MCC leases 
and property onlyand property only
MCC have lodged an application via council to MCC have lodged an application via council to 
purchase or resume the portion of road affectedpurchase or resume the portion of road affected
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§ 4 – EXISTING
MINING OPERATIONS
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§ 4 – EXISTING OPERATIONS

MCC has operated since 1907 under a succession MCC has operated since 1907 under a succession 
of mining titles issued under the relevant of mining titles issued under the relevant 
legislationlegislation
The existing open cut coal mine produces thermal The existing open cut coal mine produces thermal 
coal for both export and domestic marketscoal for both export and domestic markets
Historically annual production rate from Open Cut Historically annual production rate from Open Cut 
No 2 has varied from 1.4 No 2 has varied from 1.4 mtpamtpa up to 1.7 up to 1.7 mtpamtpa
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§ 4 – EXISTING OPERATIONS

Export Quality Coal is hauled by highway trucks Export Quality Coal is hauled by highway trucks 
to the Ravensworth Coal Terminal and then to the Ravensworth Coal Terminal and then 
transported by rail to the Port of Newcastle for transported by rail to the Port of Newcastle for 
export.  export.  
Coal with a higher ash content is hauled from the Coal with a higher ash content is hauled from the 
site to local power stations. site to local power stations. 
The mine currently employs 69 permanent The mine currently employs 69 permanent 
employees with the use of, on average, 39 employees with the use of, on average, 39 
contracted and casual employeescontracted and casual employees
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§ 5 – THE PROPOSAL
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§ 5 – THE PROPOSAL
The proposal seeks to resolve issues of subsidence The proposal seeks to resolve issues of subsidence 
and spontaneous combustion by mining through and spontaneous combustion by mining through 
these areas, removing coal prone to spontaneous these areas, removing coal prone to spontaneous 
combustion and using overburden to fill voidscombustion and using overburden to fill voids
Production rates will be unchanged from recent Production rates will be unchanged from recent 
maximum production of up to 1.8maximum production of up to 1.8--2.0 2.0 MtpaMtpa
The proposed extension commences at the edge of The proposed extension commences at the edge of 
an existing open cut an existing open cut highwallhighwall and moves further and moves further 
eastwards away from the town eastwards away from the town 
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§ 5 – THE PROPOSAL
The proposed extension relies on the The proposed extension relies on the existing existing 
mining infrastructuremining infrastructure, so any new environmental , so any new environmental 
impacts are minimal. impacts are minimal. 
Environmental monitoring draws heavily on the Environmental monitoring draws heavily on the 
system already implemented at the minesystem already implemented at the mine
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§ 5 – PROPOSED 
PRODUCTION SCHEDULE

Approx 
Calendar 

Year Project Year

ROM Coal 
Production No 2 

O/C (tonnes)

ROM Coal 
Production No 1 

O/C (tonnes)
Waste Total m3 

for No 1 O/C
Ratio bcm:t for 

No 1 O/C
2002 1.5
2003 1.5
2004 1 1.4 99,700 1,705,000 17.1
2005 2 1.0 497,600 2,819,800 5.7
2006 3 0.3 1,208,900 5,638,200 4.7
2007 4 0 1,507,600 6,017,900 3.99
2008 5 0 1,514,500 9,220,600 6.13
2009 6 0 1,507,500 9,340,800 6.20
2010 7 0 1,500,000 9,307,300 6.20
2011 8 0 1,500,000 9,390,300 6.26
2012 9 0 1,499,000 9,266,400 6.18
2013 10 0 605,000 2,996,400 4.95

(CONCEPTUAL)



41

CONCEPTUAL ANNUAL PRODUCTION 
SEQUENCE FOR NO 1 OPEN CUT EXTENSION

Alternative 
underground entry point 
to Sandy Creek reserves

CONCEPTUAL ANNUAL PRODUCTION 
SEQUENCE FOR NO 1 OPEN CUT 

EXTENSION
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THE CRITICAL ISSUES
FOR NO 1 OPEN CUT EXTENSION  

INCLUDE
Proximity of operationProximity of operation to Muswellbrook to Muswellbrook ––
blasting, noise, dust and visual blasting, noise, dust and visual 
Water managementWater management
Spontaneous combustionSpontaneous combustion, underground stability , underground stability 
and subsidence issuesand subsidence issues
Final voidFinal void use / treatmentuse / treatment
Community consultationCommunity consultation
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§ 6 –
LIKELY IMPACT

on the 
ENVIRONMENT
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§ 6 – LIKELY ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS
DUST

Air Quality Impact Assessment Air Quality Impact Assessment -- Holmes Air SciencesHolmes Air Sciences

Cumulative Impacts : current and potential Cumulative Impacts : current and potential 
mines in the areas are not expected to mines in the areas are not expected to 
significantly effect air quality in the area that significantly effect air quality in the area that 
will be affected by the proposed No. 1 Open will be affected by the proposed No. 1 Open 
Cut Extension.Cut Extension.
No properties are expected to experience No properties are expected to experience 
concentrations of either PMconcentrations of either PM1010 or TSP, or dust or TSP, or dust 
deposition levels that are above the deposition levels that are above the 
appropriate goal or standard.appropriate goal or standard.
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WIND ROSES 

MAN  
WEATHER 
STATION
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WIND ROSES 

MAN  
WEATHER 
STATION
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PRODUCTION FIGURES USED IN AIR 
QUALITY IMPACT ASSESSMENT

Year ROM coal 
production 

Mt 

Overburden 
production 

Mbcm 

Inter-
burden 
Mbcm 

Partings 
kbcm 

Total waste 
Mbcm 

1 1.135 2.937 1.188 27.0 4.153 
2 1.193 2.848 1.439 18.0 4.304 
3 1.197 2.821 1.951 15.0 4.787 
4 1.208 3.883 2.430 19.0 6.332 
5 1.210 5.685 2.692 12.1 8.389 
6 1.220 5.732 2.715 12.2 8.458 
7 1.225 5.755 2.726 12.3 8.493 
8 1.250 5.873 2.781 12.5 8.666 
9 1.250 5.873 2.781 12.5 8.666 
10 0.547 2.335 1.217 5.0 3.557 

Table 5 – Holmes Air Sciences’ Report
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AVERAGE   
DUST 

DEPOSITION  
(Insoluble Solids)

YEAR 1

grams per     
square metre     

per month
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AVERAGE   
DUST 

DEPOSITION  
(Insoluble Solids)

YEAR 9

grams per     
square metre     

per month
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PREDICTED TSP 
CONCENTRATIONS

(Total Suspended 
Particles)

YEAR 1

micrograms             
per cubic metre 
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PREDICTED TSP 
CONCENTRATIONS

(Total Suspended 
Particles)

YEAR 9

micrograms             
per cubic metre 
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PREDICTED        
PM10 

CONCENTRATIONS

YEAR 1

micrograms           
per cubic metre



53

PREDICTED        
PM10 

CONCENTRATIONS

YEAR 9

micrograms           
per cubic metre
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§ 6 – LIKELY ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS
NOISE

Noise and Vibration Assessment Noise and Vibration Assessment –– Pennington, HLA EnvirosciencesPennington, HLA Envirosciences

Noise modelling predicts that operational noise Noise modelling predicts that operational noise 
levels will satisfy the EPA noise criteria with the levels will satisfy the EPA noise criteria with the 
exception of two potential minor exceedances exception of two potential minor exceedances 
under adverse nightunder adverse night--time atmospheric conditions at time atmospheric conditions at 
locations 12 & 13locations 12 & 13
Noise modelling has been based on measurements Noise modelling has been based on measurements 
from the existing hydraulic shovel dumping large from the existing hydraulic shovel dumping large 
rocks and material into the back of a truck tray. rocks and material into the back of a truck tray. 
Such harsh conditions are unlikely to be repeated Such harsh conditions are unlikely to be repeated 
in the proposed area.in the proposed area.
The higher mining levels in the proposed area can The higher mining levels in the proposed area can 
be excavated at selected timesbe excavated at selected times
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TABLE 8 
PREDICTED NIGHT-TIME OPERATIONAL NOISE LEVELS 

dB(A), Leq(15-minute) 
COAL HANDLING + No 2 OPEN-CUT + YEAR 1 IN EXTENSION  
EXCAVATOR OPERATING AT GROUND LEVEL (Scenario B) 

 Predicted level  Exceedance 
Residence
(Location) 

NW 
Wind 

 
Inversion 

SE 
Wind 

Criterion NW 
Wind 

 
Inversion 

SE  
Wind 

(1) <25 27 28 38 0 0 0 
(2) <25 27 28 38 0 0 0 
(3) <25 27 28 38 0 0 0 
(4) <25 26 28 38 0 0 0 
(5) <25 32 32 38 0 0 0 
(6) <25 34 35 38 0 0 0 
(7) <25 34 36 38 0 0 0 
(8) <25 35 37 38 0 0 0 
(9) <25 34 36 38 0 0 0 

(10) <25 34 36 38 0 0 0 
(12) <25 38 39 38 0 0 1 
(13) 25 39 40 38 0 1 2 
(14) 25 36 40 40 0 0 0 
(15) <25 35 35 35 0 0 0 
(16) <25 35 34 35 0 0 0 
(17) <25 34 29 40 0 0 0 
(18) 25 25 <25 37 0 0 0 
(20) 34 30 <25 37 0 0 0 
(21) 36 31 <25 37 0 0 0 
(22) 34 32 <25 37 0 0 0 
(23) 34 32 <25 37 0 0 0 
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NOISE 
CONTOURS

YEAR 1

EXCAVATOR  
AT GROUND 

LEVEL

INVERSION 
CONDITIONS
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NOISE 
CONTOURS

YEAR 1

EXCAVATOR  
AT GROUND 

LEVEL

SOUTH EAST 
WIND 

CONDITIONS
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NOISE 
CONTOURS

YEAR 1

EXCAVATOR

20 metres 
LOWER THAN 

GROUND LEVEL

SOUTH EAST 
WIND 

CONDITIONS



59

NOISE 
CONTOURS

YEAR 5

EXCAVATOR  
AT GROUND 

LEVEL

HIGHEST   
POINT

SOUTH EAST 
WIND 

CONDITIONS
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§ 6 – LIKELY ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS

It is unlikely that noise and vibration levels It is unlikely that noise and vibration levels 
emanating from blasting activities will emanating from blasting activities will exceed exceed 
lease conditions or the appropriate Australian lease conditions or the appropriate Australian 
StandardsStandards
Harmonic vibrations are unlikely to occur Harmonic vibrations are unlikely to occur –– MCC MCC 
will be using existing crushing installations and/or will be using existing crushing installations and/or 
a small portable crusher in the lower levels of the a small portable crusher in the lower levels of the 
proposed No 1 extensionproposed No 1 extension
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BLASTING
Noise and Vibration Assessment

HLA - Table 11

PREDICTED IMPACTS FROM BLASTING 
Residence Distance, m Overpressure, dB PPV, mm/s 

R10 2800 109 0.95 
R13 1900 112 1.7 
R14 2000 111 1.6 
R15 1600 114 2.2 
R17 1900 112 1.7 
R20 3000 108 0.85 

Based on 600 kg maximum instantaneous charge
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LOCATION 

OF 

RESIDENCES
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§ 6 – LIKELY ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS
The proposal offers certainty in the elimination of The proposal offers certainty in the elimination of 
spontaneous combustion and safety issues spontaneous combustion and safety issues 
associated with subsidence of affected lands in the associated with subsidence of affected lands in the 
vicinity of the Coal Road.vicinity of the Coal Road.
Any short to medium term impacts on flora and Any short to medium term impacts on flora and 
fauna by the No. 1 Open Cut Extension can be fauna by the No. 1 Open Cut Extension can be 
minimised by mitigatory measures. minimised by mitigatory measures. 
Topsoil will be collected, stored and then reused Topsoil will be collected, stored and then reused 
in rehabilitation.in rehabilitation.
After mining has been completed the land will be After mining has been completed the land will be 
rehabilitated to sustain previous cattle grazing rehabilitated to sustain previous cattle grazing 
activities.activities.
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§ 6 – LIKELY ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS

A small number of water catchments will be A small number of water catchments will be 
modified with negligible impacts on the modified with negligible impacts on the 
environmentenvironment
The proposed mining should improve the The proposed mining should improve the 
groundwater regimegroundwater regime
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§ 7 – MEASURES PROPOSED
to MITIGATE

ADVERSE IMPACTS 
on the ENVIRONMENT
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§ 7 –PROPOSED MITIGATION MEASURES

Dust control measures such as watering haul Dust control measures such as watering haul 
roads, early land rehabilitation and early attention roads, early land rehabilitation and early attention 
to any issues highlighted by monitoring are being to any issues highlighted by monitoring are being 
employedemployed. . 
Noise impacts will be mitigated by ongoing Noise impacts will be mitigated by ongoing 
compliance with the applicable environmental compliance with the applicable environmental 
standards.standards.
Modelling of MCCModelling of MCC’’s water management system s water management system 
predicts that under most conditions the mine will predicts that under most conditions the mine will 
remain a nil discharge site in terms of the Hunter remain a nil discharge site in terms of the Hunter 
River Salinity Trading Scheme (HRSTS).River Salinity Trading Scheme (HRSTS).
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§ 7 –PROPOSED MITIGATION MEASURES

Rehabilitation of both the No. 1 and No. 2 Open Rehabilitation of both the No. 1 and No. 2 Open 
Cuts will be undertaken so as to enhance the Cuts will be undertaken so as to enhance the 
connectivity of vegetation and habitat between connectivity of vegetation and habitat between 
Bells Mountain and Bells Mountain and SkeletarSkeletar Ridge.Ridge.
Land use effects have been mitigated by the use of Land use effects have been mitigated by the use of 
existing infrastructure. existing infrastructure. 
The four Indigenous and three nonThe four Indigenous and three non--Indigenous Indigenous 
heritage sites that were located during an heritage sites that were located during an 
archaeological survey are of low archaeological archaeological survey are of low archaeological 
significance and are not recommended for significance and are not recommended for 
preservation.preservation.
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§ 7 –PROPOSED MITIGATION MEASURES

Traffic impacts will be unaffected as there is no Traffic impacts will be unaffected as there is no 
planned increase in employment or coal planned increase in employment or coal 
productionproduction
The proposed No. 1 Open Cut Extension provides The proposed No. 1 Open Cut Extension provides 
an assured means of eliminating the existing an assured means of eliminating the existing 
hazards associated with hazards associated with ‘‘potholepothole’’ subsidence and subsidence and 
resultant spontaneous combustionresultant spontaneous combustion
Extra blast monitor installed in Queen Street area Extra blast monitor installed in Queen Street area 
to assist in blast designsto assist in blast designs
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§ 8 – ANALYSIS of 
FEASIBLE ALTERNATIVES
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§ 8 – FEASIBLE ALTERNATIVES
Owing to existing spontaneous combustion issues Owing to existing spontaneous combustion issues 
the the ““DO NOTHINGDO NOTHING”” option is not considered to option is not considered to 
be a feasible alternativebe a feasible alternative
SafeSafe recovery of the coal resource by underground recovery of the coal resource by underground 
mining methods is not economically or technically mining methods is not economically or technically 
feasible.feasible.
For safety reasons, the use of hydraulic excavators For safety reasons, the use of hydraulic excavators 
is favoured over the use of face shovels as the is favoured over the use of face shovels as the 
primary means of overburden and coal removalprimary means of overburden and coal removal
The use of draglines is not feasible The use of draglines is not feasible 
The use of a coal preparation plant is assessed as The use of a coal preparation plant is assessed as 
not being economically viablenot being economically viable
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§ 9 – PROJECT JUSTIFICATION
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§ 9 – PROJECT JUSTIFICATION

The mine extension represents an investment in The mine extension represents an investment in 
both the local community and the national both the local community and the national 
economy  economy  
The economic benefits are considerableThe economic benefits are considerable
The social benefits, principally the continuation  The social benefits, principally the continuation  
of employment in a region with limited of employment in a region with limited 
opportunities for alternative employment, are opportunities for alternative employment, are 
significant in the Upper Huntersignificant in the Upper Hunter
The mine extension may provide a more effective The mine extension may provide a more effective 
access to the Sandy Creek undergroundaccess to the Sandy Creek underground
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§ 9 – PROJECT JUSTIFICATION

As the proposed development is an extension of an As the proposed development is an extension of an 
already operating mine, new environmental already operating mine, new environmental 
impacts are minimalimpacts are minimal
Where impacts have been identified, effective Where impacts have been identified, effective 
management strategies have been establishedmanagement strategies have been established
Overall, approval of the proposal has many social, Overall, approval of the proposal has many social, 
environmental and economic positives, while the environmental and economic positives, while the 
few negative impacts are manageablefew negative impacts are manageable
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EIS STATUS & PROCESS
DraftDraft EIS presented to Muswellbrook Shire Council EIS presented to Muswellbrook Shire Council 
Environment Committee 6Environment Committee 6thth MayMay
Environment subEnvironment sub--committees to examinecommittees to examine
If required, further meetings between Environment If required, further meetings between Environment 
Committee, MCC and consultants used in drawing Committee, MCC and consultants used in drawing 
up the EISup the EIS
Final EIS submitted to councilFinal EIS submitted to council
EIS put on public display for a minimum of 28 daysEIS put on public display for a minimum of 28 days
Community input invitedCommunity input invited
Council decisionCouncil decision

PLEASE NOTE : AT THE PRESENT STAGE, INDIVIDUAL PLEASE NOTE : AT THE PRESENT STAGE, INDIVIDUAL 
COUNCILLORS ARE NOT CLOSELY INVOLVED IN THE PROCESS.COUNCILLORS ARE NOT CLOSELY INVOLVED IN THE PROCESS.
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